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The year 2010 was challenging for 
Orinda, both for the City and its 

citizens, due to the Great Recession. To 
maintain public safety and other essential 
services, the City was forced to tighten its 
belt, so reluctantly eliminated all funding 
for discretionary programs and services, 
including those for seniors and teens, 
community beautification and the Fourth 
of July Parade and Celebration.

Concerned that the loss of these pro-
grams and services would lead to a dimin-
ishment in the quality of life that Orindans 
value so much, then-Mayor Sue Severson, 
with a small group of equally concerned 
residents, set about to create a 501(c)(3) 
public benefit foundation. Such an or-
ganization would allow donors to make 
tax-deductible donations that could then 
be used to support groups, programs, ser-
vices and events that make Orinda such a 
special and enjoyable place in which to 
live, work, learn and play.

Thus, the Orinda Community Founda-
tion was created in February 2010, origi-
nally led by a board of five volunteer 
residents, four of whom remain on the 
board today: Dick Burkhalter, Carol Pen-
skar, Sue Severson and Richard Westin. 
The board’s independent status gives it 
the ability to evaluate the numerous grant 
requests and then fund the programs and 
projects that will best meet the needs and 
interests of Orinda residents, preserving 
and enhancing the quality of life in our 
community.

OCF partners with numerous local 
groups and organizations, providing finan-
cial support while they provide the ideas 
and volunteer “muscle.” A great example 
would be the OCF’s consistent support of 
the Fourth of July parade and celebration, 
threatened by the recession. OCF stepped 
in to lend support to the parade sponsor 
Orinda Association, allowing this wonder-
ful tradition to continue, now for 33 years. 
OCF has also made annual grants to the 
Lamorinda Arts Council to support the 
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To learn more about Orinda Community Foundation, contribute on-line, or to volunteer  
visit our website at www.orindafoundation.org.
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Join us in enhancing the 
quality of life in Orinda!

OCF Grants 2016

4th of July Parade & Celebration
Chamber of Commerce
Concerts in the Park
Garden Clubs Downtown Beauti-

fication
Joaquin Moraga Adobe restoration
Lamorinda Idol
Lamorinda Ham Radio Group
Lamorinda Senior Transportation
Lamorinda Village for senior 

support
NorCal Kids Triathlon
Opera in the Park
Orinda Action Day of Community  

Service
Seniors Fieldtrips
Teen Movies in the Park
Youth Ink writing contest
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OCF provides 7 Years of Service, Support and Success

Orinda Community Foundation has donated over $208,000 for enhancing our community.

Smile for OCF at Smile.Amazon.com

Lamorinda Idol youth program and the 
Orinda Garden Club’s beautification proj-
ects. Numerous City events and programs 
have also been funded, such as popular 
summer Concerts and Opera in the Park, 
rides for seniors, plus the purchase of pub-
lic art enjoyed by residents and visitors 
alike. OCF sponsors the annual Orinda 
Action Day of Community Service and 
the NorCal Kids Triathlon.

More than two dozen other groups and 
organizations have received grants from 
the OCF to support their good works. Dur-
ing its first seven years, the Orinda Com-
munity Foundation has made grants total-

ing more than $208,000 – but we couldn’t 
have done it without the support of hun-
dreds of generous donors who share the 
OCF’s commitment and mission to make 
Orinda even better.

To all past donors to the OCF: THANK 
YOU! And to all Orindans reading this re-
port, please make your personal commit-
ment to support the OCF this year or, bet-
ter yet, TODAY! By doing so, seven years 
– or 70 – from now, you or your family 
members will feel that sense of pride and 
accomplishment that comes from know-
ing that you have enhanced the quality of 
life for all Orindans.

all in Orinda. In short, everyone involved 
wins and it is so simple. 

Here’s how to do it. On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile.com, you will be prompted 
to select a charitable organization from the 
“Supporting” drop down menu to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before 
you begin shopping. Your selection will be 
remembered, and then every eligible pur-
chase you make on Smile.Amazon.com 
will result in a donation to OCF. Please 
choose the Orinda Community Founda-
tion. That’s it. 

From that point forward you shop Ama-
zon like you usually do, except always 
enter through the smile.amazon.com site. 
AmazonSmile has the same wide selec-
tion of products, low prices, and conve-
nient shopping features as Amazon.com, 
including Amazon Prime member ben-
efits. 

It is so easy and so helpful to our 
community that we are hoping you 
will tell your friends and neighbors 
about it. Together we can really make a  
difference!

Do you shop Amazon.com like so 
many of us?

If so, please support the Orinda Com-
munity Foundation by buying through 
their charitable portal Smile.Amazon.
com. AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) 
is a website that lets you enjoy the same 
wide selection of products, low prices, and 
convenient shopping features as on Ama-
zon.com.The difference is that when you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, AmazonSmile 
will make a small donation to the eligible 
charity of your choice. 

Please choose Orinda Community 
Foundation as your smile.amazon.com 
charity partner!

It’s as simple as adding the word 
“smile” in front of amazon.com. When 
you do, you will have the same shopping 
experience with one very slight difference, 
purchases you make on Smile.Amazon.
com, will benefit OCF. So purchase things 
as you normally do and feel good about 
making a painless donation.  Donate to 
OCF and our community gets the support 
it needs to enhance the quality of life for 
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Individuals
Patrons  
($1000 or more)
Steve and Tish  
Harwood

Joyce Hawkins and 
Jack Sweitzer

Miller Family Fund

Carol  and Mark 
Penskar

Jonathan Carl  
Raymond

Ralph and Sue  
Severson

The Kathleen C.  
and Richard H  
Thompson Trust

Ted Urban
Urban Foundation IV
Richard and Pamela 
Westin and Family

Benefactors 
($500 - $999)
Burkhalter Family
Carolyn and Greg 
Depolo

Jim and Linda 
Landau

Willy and Susan 
Mautner

Mark and Claire 
Roberts

Michael and  
Charlene Robinson

Ronald and Robyn 
Tayor

Supporters  
($101 - $499)
Mark Maxson and 
Mary Burchill

Robert and Karen 
Burt

Joffa and Ellen Dale
Henry and Vera 
Eberle

Robert and Jan  
Formanek

Jeri and Herb Foster

Elizabeth Hammack
Phil Jensen and 
Elizabeth Johnson

Bill and Joey Judge

Jenchyn Lu
Joye McCoy
Edward Pike

Phillip and Nance 
Placier

Marion Rubin
Michael Sabarese
Catherine and Randy 
Soso

Amy and Tom Worth
Peter and Kay Yanev

Donors (up to 
$100)
Connie Ahmadzadeh
Anonymous
Joyce and Steve 
Arnon

David Ash
Donna and Jeremy 
Baskin

Bonnie Bell
Larry and Diana 
Berger

David Bonneville
Joy Bullen
Bruce and Lisa  
Burrows

Steve Catton and 
Maureen Sheehy

Mark Cocalis and 
Lisa Ann Erbubu

Dorothy Cummings

Vince and Kathie 
Dell’Aquila

Mary and Juan de 
Luna

Mary Douma
Mark T. Doyle
Mark and Luann 
Duggan

Peter and Lisa  
Engstrom

Richard and Soreya 
Evans

Harry and Barbara 
Fledderman

John and Leslie 
French

John and Pamela 
Goode

Gene Gottfried
David and Kathleen 
Graeven

Chuck and Dede 
Hearey

Bea Heggie
Christopher Hoot
Jim and Tre
Rod Jones
Elizabeth Karplus
Tom and Aileen 
Kelly

Ruth Kerth
Kilja Kim
Betty and Doug 
Lange

Chris Laszcz-Davis
Lois Lippincott
Dick and Gloria 
Marchick

Keith and Judith 
Marks

Gun Bolin and Heidi 
Mayer

Brad and Jennifer 
McCullough

Jane McKahan-Jones
Bruce McGurk and 
Jan Cushman

Sidney and Barbara 
Meyers

Nancy and Stephen 
Miller

Petra Michel
Robert and Suzanne 
Murillo

Anne and Jeff Nash
Kay and Bill  
Norman

Bob and Carol 
Nykodym

Dick and Meg  
Pauletich

Ina and Kent Pavey
Anita Pearson
Tom and Liz Piatt
Allan and Kit Prager
Jim and Lorene 
Quist

Caroline Read
Maggie and Adam 
Reeves

Al and Barbara 
Resnick

James and Michele 
Rogers

Glenn and Pat 

 Rudebusch
Sonya Ruehl
Jim and Jane Ryan
Steve and Lisa 
Sernett

Paula Bond and Jeff 
Shapiro

Sarah and Lawrence 
Siegel

Shauna and Mark 
Simmons

Tom and Lynn  
Trowbridge

Joseph and Elizabeth 
Vanderliet

Tom and Suzanne 
Vinzent

Clark Wallace
Ray and Dot Wilson
Kim and Brian Wirtz
Sam Wong and  
Susanna Tse

Midge Zischke
Mark and Jane  
Zuercher

In Honor of: 
Alex and Eva Glazer 
in honor of Dick 
Burkhalter

In Memory of:
Manu and Shikha 
Chaatterjee in 
memory of Gabby

Nancy Debenham, in 
memory of  John P. 
Debenham

Business  
Partners
Cafe Teatro
Village Pizza
Farmer’s Market
Diablo Foods
The Kidd Edgren 
Group at Morgan 
Stanley

Bingham, Osborn & 
Scarborough, LLC

Cozy Earth Bamboo 
Bedding

Chevron Matching 
Employee Funds

Orinda Aquatics
In Forma Fitness
Diablo View Family 
Dentists

Village Associates
Orinda Park & Rec
Oakwood Athletic 
Club

Orinda Optometry
Land Home  
Financial Services

John Muir Land 
Trust

Living Lean

Mechanics Bank
Peets Orinda
Susan Hurrell CPA
Orinda Farmers’ 

Market
GU Energy 
Noah’s Bagels  
Lafayette

Board of Directors

Sue Severson  
President

Richard Westin  
Vice President
Mark Roberts 

Corresponding Secretary
Ted Urban 

Recording Secretary
Carol Penskar 

Treasurer
Dick Burkhalter

 Richard Stanaro

Community Partners
City of Orinda

Friends of Orinda Creeks
Lamorinda Art Council

Orinda Association
Orinda Chamber of Commerce

Orinda Farmer’s Market
Orinda Garden Clubs

Orinda Junior Women’s Club
Orinda Park & Recreation Foundation

Orinda Rotary Club
Orinda Women’s Club

Orinda Community Foundation

a California nonprofit public benefit  
charitable organization

MISSION: The Orinda Community Founda-
tion enhances the quality of life in Orinda by 
encouraging philanthropy, building partner-
ships and providing financial assistance to 
support community activities, beautification 
and the arts.

501(c)(3)
Tax ID 27-2134212

Newsletter Design & Typsetting  
donated by  

Jill Gelster & David Dierks
jill@aspeonconsult.net

The Orinda Community Foundation extends a heartfelt thanks to the following donors for their generous support in 2016
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Give back to Orinda with 
your annual donation. 

Every dollar benefits our  
community!

NorCal Kids Triathlon.

4th of July Parade & Celebration

Orinda Action Day volunteers.

Orinda Community Foundation supports public art 
displays.

Orinda Garden Club beautification project.

Fandango celebration for the Joaquin Moraga Adobe.

Lamorinda Idol youth singing competition.

Are you looking for information 
on what’s happening around town? 
Well look no further than www.
orindafoundation.org. We are pleased 
to announce the launch of an on-line 
communityevents calendar where 
civic groups can list their meetings 
and events and residents can learn 
more about what’s going on around 
town. 

Email orindafoundation@gmail.com 
to add an event.

Orinda Community  
Master  Calendar at  

www.orindafoundation.org

Lamorinda Emergency Radio Group.

Join us in 2017: 

3rd Saturday April, Orinda Action Day
August 26, NorCal Kids Triathlon

September 8, Dancing with the Cars
September 9, Orinda Car Show

Join us as participant or volunteer!

See other community events on Orinda Master  
Calendar at orindafoundation.org


