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2020 was a year apart from all others!  
As a society, we suffered losses that none 
of us, in our lifetime, has previously ex-
perienced. The Orinda Community Foun-
dation (OCF) lost two founders in the last 
year – Carol Penskar, and most recently, 
Dick Burkhalter. They, in so many ways, 
made a deep and permanent positive mark 
on the community we call home.

Aside from Carol’s years of dedication 
to the OCF Board of Trustees and superb 
work as OCF treasurer from its inception, 
she volunteered her keen wit and sharp 
eye to many local organizations includ-
ing the City Finance Advisory Committee 
and numerous other causes that benefitted 
every reader of this article. Carol was in 
many ways an unsung hero. We at OCF 
want to publicly acknowledge her many 
accomplishments and our sense of loss of 
her talents that we feel every day.

Dick Burkhalter lived a full life and 
was, until the end, a volunteer extraordi-
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visit our website at www.orindafoundation.org. You can also donate at www.PayPal.me/orindafoundation.
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OCF Grants 2020
4th of July Celebration
Concerts in the Park
Covid Frontline Workers 

Appreciation with Orinda 
Restaurant Support

Garden Clubs downtown 
beautification

Joaquin Moraga Adobe restoration
Lamorinda Ham Radio Group
Lamorinda Idol
Lamorinda Village Senior Support
MHS Writer’s Magazine
Movies in the Park
Orinda Chamber of Commerce
Orinda Downtown Art
The Orinda News website 

improvements
Orinda Starlight Village Players
Peter Pan Foundation youth 

support (*new)
Poet Laureate Program
Seniors Around Town
Senior Citizen Outings
Senior Living Covid Testing
Teen Activities
Youth Ink Writing Project

Total OCF grant donations: over 
$42,000
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The Year We Never Saw Coming…

OCF Founding Trustees, March 2010 (front row Carol Penskar, Sue Severson, Paula Goodwin; 
back row Richard Westin, Dick Burkhalter).  We, the current OCF Board Members, honor the 
memories of founding trustees Carol Penskar and Dick Burkhalter, both of whom have made out-
standing contributions to OCF and our community. We welcome our newest board members Larry 
Berger, Vince Dell ‘Aquila and Tina Zwahlen.

naire. Aside from being an OCF founding 
board member and recent vice president, 
he was so much more to our community. 
In addition to his beloved Orinda Rotary, 
there was nothing that he wouldn’t raise 
his hand to volunteer for-- from selling 
hot dogs at community events to still in 
his 80’s driving Orinda’s Seniors Around 
Town to get to appointments, or whatever 
their needs. In so many ways, he was the 
essence of what we’d all like to be remem-
bered for. Dick, “Thank You” for your 
many, many acts of kindness, thoughtful-
ness and service to our community.

OCF stepped up last spring to provide 
funds to meet a critical need for Covid 
testing of those living in senior housing. 
This was a very important act to protect 
our vulnerable seniors in a timely way.  
We also acknowledge and thank the many 
frontline healthcare workers who helped 
us all get through a year we never saw 
coming. Without their endless dedica-

Choose OCF as your charity partner.

tion and devotion to making a difference, 
one doesn’t even want to think where we 
might be. OCF was honored to collaborate 
with other local nonprofits by contribut-
ing financially to the recent appreciation 
lunch for deeply deserving healthcare 
workers and at the same time support our 
local restaurants.

Finally, we want to welcome our three 
newest board members – Larry Berger, 
Vince Dell ‘Aquila and Tina Zwahlen.

Enhancing the Quality of Life in OrindaEnhancing Orinda’s Quality of Life

Enhancing Orinda’s Quality of Life

OCF Establishes an Endowment Fund
The Orinda Community Foundation accepts annual donations from generous community members who want to “enhance the quality 

of life in Orinda.” In addition this year, the OCF has established an Endowment Fund that will be reinvested with capital appreciation 
dollars until it becomes large enough to provide ongoing support. The Endowment will provide financial flexibility, as well as stability 
in the future, to carry out its mission ensuring OCF can survive downward economic trends and sustain the community programs and 
services that make Orinda a special place to call home.

	 Please make a donation to OCF:
	 •	 Direct donation in enclosed remit envelope
	 •	 Online donation at OrindaFoundation.org
	 •	 Stocks & Appreciated Securities
	 •	 Planned Gifts & Legacy Donations
	 •	 Donate your Car, Truck, RV or Boat (running or not)
	 •	 Smile.Amazon.com as OCF charity recipient
	 •	 eBay Giving Works (designate OCF as charity recipient)
	 •	 Endowment Fund

OCF is a 501(c) 3 public benefit charity that puts every donation dollar to work back into our community. If you have any questions 
or comments send to OrindaFoundation@gmail.com

OCF supported Appreciation Lunch for Covid Front 
Line Workers and Orinda restaurants.

Gratitude Cards from Orinda students for Covid 
Front Line Workers. (Lori A. Cheung, photographer)
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Individuals
Patrons 
($1000 or more)
Larry & Diana Berger
The Kosla Family
Steve & Tish Harwood
Jim & Linda Landau
Aubyn Merie
Norman & Janet Pease
Jonathan & Jane Raymond
Kate Rittmann
Ralph & Sue Severson
Helen & Thomas Urban 

Foundation
Ted & Lida Urban
Richard & Pam Westin
Mark & Jane Zuercher

Benefactors  
($500 - $999)
Dick & Betty Burkhalter
Daniel Timothy & Sylvia 

Carter
The Depolo Foundation
Eugene Gottfried
Dale Herrero
Susan Hurrell, CPA
Mary & Mark Maxson
Edward Pike
Philip & Nancy Placier
David Shapiro & Sharon 

Wheatley
Sharon Simpson
Tom & Lynn Trowbridge

Supporters  
($101 - $499)
Susan Abel
Todd & Linda Adler
Hassan & Connie 

Ahmadzadeh
David & Sandy Anderson
Thomas & Marianne Aude
Carlos & Josie Baltodano
Suzanne Beckman
Steven & Claire Kinney Berg
Gun Bolin & Heidi Mayer
David Bonneville
Jim & Jackie Boucher
Mike & Louise Breber
Gail Burke
Robert & Karen Burt
Ciaran & Marci Byrne
Steve Catton & Maureen 

Sheehy
Barbara & Stan Chaconas
Mark Cocalis & Lisa Ann 

Erbubu
Bill Cosden
Peter & Judy Coy
Jesse & Vanessa Crews
The Crinks Girls
Ellen & Joffa Dale
Steve Danzinger & Leesa 

Evans
Vince & Kathie Dell’Aquila
Ken & Donna Derr 

The Dixit Family Charitable 
Fund

Mark T. Doyle
Roger & Lou Dunn
Henry & Vera Eberle
Len & Lynn Epstein
Sue & Al Farmer
Dennis & Natalie Fay
John & Kathy Fernbacher
Scott Fife
Robert & Jan Formanek
Jeri & Herb Foster
Margo & Rob Garner
Phil & Lynn Garrett
Darlene & Dennis Gee
Joan Getsinger
Pete & Caroline Giers
Diana Gilmore
Matt Ginsburg & Janet 

Franklin
Alex & Eva Glazer
Patricia Gleason
Janet & Dennis Govan
David & Kathleen Graeven
Nadine Hack
Nancy P. Hall
Pete & Helen Hasselman
Joyce Hawkins & Jack 

Sweitzer
Chris Hoot
Trudi & Dave Hummel
Mark & Lynne Humphrey
Joel Lynn Jackson

Elizabeth Johnson
Sylvia & Eric Jorgensen
Dan Judge & Christina 

Cordoza
Bill & Joey Judge
Robert & Marjorie Kaplan
Laurence & Ruth Lang
Chris Laszcz-Davis
Young Lee
Cynthia & Ben Leslie-Bole
Kent & Teresa Long
Richard & Gloria Marchick
Frederick Matteson
Tom & Christina McCormick
Brad & Jennifer McCullough
Bruce McGurk & Jan 

Cushman
Todd & Julie Mercer
Aliza & Peter Metzner
Josh & Erin Mitchell
Jarred Miyamoto-Mills
Ronda Montgomery
Jeff & Anne Nash
Kay & Bill Norman
Chris & Meryline Nyberg
Bob & Carol Nykodym
Gabrielle O’Toole
Elizabeth Oshea
Diane Oshima & Paul Maltzer
Stephen Paddock
Kent & Ina Pavey
Heather Pehanick
Virginia & Michael Peiser

Mark Penskar
Bill & Mary Phelon
Allan & Kit Prager
Robert & Dorothea Ray
Al & Barbara Resnick
Rebel Rice & Adam 

Chodorow
Bob & Carol Riddell
Mark & Claire Roberts
William G. Robinson
Jim & Nita Roethe
Glenn Rogers
Nancy Ross-Madnick
Sonya Ruehl
Jane Ryan
Shawn & Sean Sabarese
Steven Salomon
Laura Sawczuk & Luke Ellis
Steven & Lisa Sernett
Shauna & Mark Simmonds

Victoria Smith
Winifred Clegg Smith
Lee & Ann Sorenson
Richard Stanaro
Suzanne Stuart
David Sullivan
Joseph & Elizabeth Vanderliet
Ray & Dot Wilson
Jay & Cheryl Wingo
John & Patricia Winther
Tom & Amy Worth
Peter & Kay Yanev
Diane T. Yasuda
Michael Zischke & Nadine 

Sponamore

Donors  
(up to $100)
Anonymous
Kath Balamuth
Bonnie Bell
Robert & Betty Brotherton
Amer & Anna Budayr
George & Sandra Buehler

David Burk
David & Susann Calkins
Daniel Danzig
Nancy Debenham
Lawrence & Mary Del Santo
Craig & Mary Dennis
Christine Denniston
Peter Dinkelspiel
Steve & Failin Draeger
Mark & Luann Duggan
Sandra Earl
Dave & Lynne Ehlers
Peter & Lisa Engstrom
Dr. & Mrs. L. J. Enloe
Ingrid Evans
Alexei & Noelle Filippenko
Jim & Julie Fulford
Gary & Elaine Gallaher
Ron Gazzano
Theresa Gonzales

Eve Gordon-Ramek
Richard & Lois Halliday
Jud & Judy Hammon
Chuck & Dede Hearey
Bea Heggie
Grant & Suanne Inman

John & Jodi Kaelle
John & Joanne Kaminiski
Ellen Kapoor
Brent Karren
John Kelly
Michael & Elisabeth Kersten
Joan Kiekhaefer
Carolyn Knoll
Steven C. & Joanne Kovely
Sheena Lakhotia
Bill Libby
Sara Liron
Wanda Low
Janine Lyons
Joan & Frank Maxwell
Anne Parr
Ron & Martha Parriott
Richard & Margaret Pauletich
Jon & Mary Joan Sammann
Robert Sciutto
David Shindle
Sarah & Lawrence Siegel
Bob Singsank & Joan Lucas
Alan & Joan Smith
Larry Tessler
Linda Tse
Sheila Wendt
Jack & Jeanne Wickware
Kate Wiley
Sam Wong & Susanna Tse

In Honor of:
David & Sandy Anderson in 

honor of Bob Burt & Sue 
Severson

David & Sandy Anderson in 
honor of Pete Hasselman & 
Bill Cosden

Joan Getsinger in honor of 
Margrit Getsinger

Diane T. Yasuda in honor of 
Glenn H. Yasuda 

In Memory of:
David & Sandy Anderson in 

memory of Carol Penskar
David Burk in memory of 

Carol Penskar
Dick & Betty Burkhalter in 

memory of Carol Penskar
Jesse & Vanessa Crews in 

memory of Carol Penskar
Nancy Debenham in memory 

of Dr. John O. Debenham
Ron Gazzano in memory of 

Lorri Gazzano
Diana Gilmore in memory of 

Carol Penskar
Janet & Dennis Govan in 

memory of Carol Penskar

Mark & Lynne Humphrey in 
memory of Carol Penskar

Jim & Linda Landau in 
memory of Carol Penskar

Wanda Low in memory of 
Carol Penskar

Brad & Jennifer McCullough 
in memory of Carol Penskar

Chris & Meryline Nyberg in 
memory of Carol Penskar

Stephen Paddock in memory 
of Patricia Paddock

Virginia & Michael Peiser in 
memory of Carol Penskar

Allan & Kit Prager in memory 
of Carol Penskar

Rebel Rice & Adam 
Chodorow in memory of 
Carol Penskar

Jane Ryan in memory of Jim 
Ryan

Sue & Ralph Severson in 
memory of Carol Penskar

Business Partners
Aspen Consulting
Cozy Earth Bamboo Bedding
Mary Ann Cropper, CPA
Diablo Foods
Susan Hurrell, CPA
Kaiser Permanente
Lamorinda Music
Orinda Aquatics
Orinda Fitness - In Forma
Singelstad Construction Inc.
Sara Liron Jewelry

Board of Directors
Sue Severson  

President
Richard Westin  
Vice President
Annette Linney 

Treasurer
Carlos Baltodano 

Larry Berger
Vince Dell’Aquila
Gene Gottfried
Tina Zwahlen

Community Partners
City of Orinda

Friends of Orinda Creeks
Lamorinda Art Council
The Orinda Association

Orinda Chamber of Commerce
Orinda Farmer’s Market

Orinda Garden Clubs 
Orinda Junior Garden Club

Orinda Junior Women’s Club
The Orinda News

Orinda Park & Recreation Foundation
Orinda Rotary Club

Orinda Women’s Club

Orinda Community Foundation

a California nonprofit public benefit  
charitable organization

MISSION: The Orinda Community Foundation 
enhances the quality of life in Orinda by fos-
tering community spirit and citizen engage-
ment, building partnerships, and providing 
financial assistance to support community 
activities, beautification and the arts.

501(c)(3)
Tax ID 27-2134212

Newsletter Design & Typesetting  
donated by

Aspen Consulting  
Jill Gelster & David Dierks
david@aspenconsult.net

The Orinda Community Foundation extends a heartfelt thanks to the following donors for their generous support in 2020
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Lamorinda Village provided Emergency Go Bags to 
Orinda seniors. 

Are you looking for information on what’s 
happening around town? Well look no further 
than www.orindafoundation.org. OCF is pleased 
to provide an online community events calendar 
where civic groups can list their meetings and 
events and residents can learn more about what’s 
going on around town. 

Orinda Community  
Master  Calendar at  

www.orindafoundation.org

Join us in 2021: 
August 21, NorCal Kids Triathlon

October, Citizen of the Year

Join us as participant or volunteer!

Lamorinda Idol participants.

Orinda Citizen of the Year sponsored by Orinda Community Foundation.

Orinda Garden Club partners with OCF for downtown beautification 
projects.

Joaquin Moraga Adobe, built 1841, being restored by Friends of JM 
Adobe, as a museum.

Seniors Around Town and Lamorinda Village provided senior support 
during covid by home delivery of groceries.


