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Celebrating its fifteenth year, the Orinda 
Community Foundation (OCF) continues 
to support the City’s civic and arts pro-
grams. 

“The Foundation was created to fill the 
gaps in funding for civic and arts pro-
grams that the city could not fund,” said 
Sue Severson, past Orinda mayor and 
OCF co-founder.

Indeed, the Foundation’s mission has 
always been to enhance the quality of life 
in Orinda and quite a few gaps have been 
filled throughout the years.

As a non-profit 501(c)3 organiza-
tion, OCF supports community events, 
programs, projects and visual and per-
forming arts. In 2025, OCF provided 
$86,700 to support a variety of non-
profits and projects that benefited the  
community.

One of the grant recipients was the 
Foundation’s Light Up Orinda Project 
(LUO).

“With the generous support of OCF, we 
were able to light up 111 trees through 
North and South Orinda during the win-
ter,” said Kimberly Wirtz, co-founder  
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OCF Grant Recipients 2025
American Association of University 

Women
City of Orinda - Parks & Rec
Fire Safe Moraga-Orinda
Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe
Hospice of the East Bay
Lamorinda Adult Respite Center 

LARC
Lamorinda Arts Council
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Club
Lamorinda Village
Meals on Wheels Diablo Region
Mindful Littles
Miramonte High School Robotics club
Orinda Association
Orinda Garden Club 
Orinda Historical Society
Orinda Junior Women’s Club
Orinda Starlight Village Players
Pacific Chamber Orchestra 
Xenophon Therapeutic Riding Center
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Left-to-right: Perry, Larry, Sue, Kim, Jocelyn, Christina, Carlos, Annette, Jim, 
Sandy, Jenny, Richard 

(not in photo Tom/Carolyn/Vince/Chris)

of LUO.
OCF also provided grants for other 

projects, such as the Orinda Garden Club, 
Lamorinda Village, Seniors Around Town, 
The Orinda News, the Orinda Starlight 
Players and the Fourth of July Parade. 

It also supported specific programs 
with restricted donations, such as LUO, 
Parks and Recreation programs, Live at 
the Orinda Theatre and it sponsored the 
Citizen of the Year/Volunteer of the Year 
events as well.

The Foundation is administered by 
a 100% volunteer board. It has no paid 

Choose OCF as your charity partner.

Parks and Recreation Foundation. Before 
the merger both foundations were funding 
park and recreational programs. By com-
bining with the Parks and Rec Foundation, 
OCF streamlined the delivery process in 
supporting recreational programs in the 
City. 

As a result of the merger, OCF in-
creased its available funding by $157,297 
from the Parks and Rec Foundation. These 
funds will be applied to future parks and 
related projects in the City. 

“We were delighted to add two mem-
bers of the Parks and Rec Foundation to 
the OCF Board as part of the merger,” 
said Keefe. “This merger allows a more 
efficient continuation of recreational pro-
grams through one organization.”

The Foundation depends on the gener-
osity of Orinda residents and other sup-
porters to fund the programs and events 
it helps bring to the community. Locally 
managed and locally focused, it ensures 
donations directly benefit meaningful and 
impactful initiatives.

Donations can be made on an unre-
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15 years of the Orinda Community Foundation

COURTESY OF LIGHT UP ORINDA
OCF supports Light Up Orinda to bring a joyful 
wonderland of lights to brighten the holiday season.

COURTESY OF LAMORINDA IDOL
Lamorinda Idol is an annual singing program for 
students K-12 who attend school or reside in 
Lamorinda.

COURTESY OF THE ORINDA ASSOCIATION
Supporting The Orinda Association's beloved 
parade.

staff, just members of the community who 
volunteer their time, professionalism and 
skills in making life joyful and productive 
in Orinda. 

Unlike other local nonprofits, OCF is 
the only organization in town that both 
raises funds and distributes those funds to 
support community initiatives.

James Keefe, president of OCF, said  
“OCF has a great reputation, a great work-
ing relationship with the City of Orinda 
and a history of successful events.” 

One of the key milestones of OCF in 
2025 was completing a merger with the 
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Randy Soso & Barbara 
Cabellon

Jenny Staelin
Ms. Christine Stoneberg
Kimberly Wirtz Straub
Jean & David Sullivan
Joyce Hawkins & Jack 
Sweitzer

Orsi & Ivan Teodorovic
Paige Nittler & Tyler 
Thompson

Ted & Lida Urban
Wells Fargo
Aletha Werson

Richard & Pamela Westin
Danuta Zaroda & Mark 
Whatley

Carol & Steve Whittaker
Jack & Jeanne Wickware
Randy & Maile Williams
Carol & Ronald Wilson
John & Bobbie Wilson
Cheryl & John Wingo
Andrea Wirum
Laura Wittenberg
Tom & Amy Worth
Steve & June Yee

Mo Mashhoon, Mash 
Petroleum

Kim Laughton & Steve 
Maupin

Willy & Susan Mautner
Mark Maxson & Mary 

Burchill
Brad & Jennifer 
McCullough

McDonnell Nursery
Joshua & Laura McDowell
Bruce McGurk & Jan 
Cushman

Shirley McPheeters
Todd & Julie Mercer
Susan Meyer
Mark Miller & Maggie Sin

Carolyn Mills
Bill & Ann Moon
Paul & Laura Moran
Morrison’s Jewelers
Margie Murphy
Victoria Nakamura
National Philanthropic 
Trust

Judi & Jim Nishimine
Kay & Bill Norman
Susan Ohara
Orinda Hardware
Orinda Park & Recreation 
Foundation

Silvia & Mati Otsmaa
Stephen Paddock
Paul Palubicki
Marty Parriott
Cynthia & Thomas 
Pearson

Norman & Janet Pease
William Pence
Jonathan & Cynthia 
Powell

Allan & Kit Prager
Marguerite Prior
Jonathan & Jane Raymond
reCHIC Curated Designer 
Consignments + Gifts

David Reed
Katherine Richardson
Janet & Ben Riley
Kevin Roebuck
Brian & Katie Rogers
Glenn & Pat Rudebusch
Sonya Ruehl
Goldman Sachs
Ibis Schlesinger
Steve Sciamanna & Sandy 
Roadcap

Lisa & Steve Sernett
Ralph & Sue Severson
Noushin Shamaie
David Shapiro MD & 
Sharon Wheatley

Bryon & Andie Sheets
Perry & Joi Shustack
Dennis Sidlauskas
Mark & Shauna Simmonds
Bob Singsank & Joan 
Lucas

Deborah Smith
Victoria & Wick Smith
Ann Sorenson

Marc & Karen Evans
Sue & Al Farmer
Finola Fellner Real Estate
Bob & Kathy Finch
Tre Frane
Garden Nest
Philip & Lynn Garrett
Darlene & Dennis Gee
Steve Glazer & Melba 
Muscarolas

David & Diane Goldsmith
Eve Gordon-Ramek
David & Kathleen Graeven
Alexandra Gray
Richard Harland
Steve & Tish Harwood
Rachel & Ways Hassas
Arlene & Bob Hegarty
Chip & Carolyn Herman
John & Taylor Herr
Hofbrau Europa
Chris Hoot
Marcia Horne
Keith & Susan Horrocks
Elizabeth O’Shea & 
Richard Howard

Trudi & Dave Hummel
Susan & William Hurrell
Isabel Iriarte-Sears
Dane & Brandyn Iverson
Beth Jeon
Elizabeth C. Johnson
Craig & Lisa Jorgens
Bill & Joey Judge
Dan Judge & Christina 
Cordoza

Stefanie Kaiser
Robert & Marjorie Kaplan
Jane Katsura
James Keefe & Lorna Lee
Don Kennedy
Jan Kerr

Jim & Julie Kirchberg
Anna Lisa Kronman
Jim & Linda Landau
Bobbie Landers
Brooke Laskey
Chris Laszcz-Davis

Tom Lavin
Christina Linezo
Vivian Lin-Ra
Annette Linney
Kent & Teresa Long
Alexandra McClure & 
Ryan Loomba

Janet Lyle
Latika Malkani
Richard & Gloria 
Marchick

Aneila & Eugene Barth
Jocelyn Bennion
Laurence & Diana Berger
David Bonneville
Steve & Marcia Boyd
Andrew & Anne Branagh
Brovelli Architecture & 
Construction

Carol Brown
Dan & Jeanne Brown
Ciaran & Marci Byrne
Cafe Teatro
Brady Cale
The Caragol Family
Casa Orinda
Stan & Stephanie Casper
Steve Catton & Maureen 
Sheehy

Kyle & Clifton Chang
Chevron
Chee & Joan Chow
Julie Clark
Scott & Isabelle Cole
Brittney Corlett
Bill Cosden
Suellen Cox
Peter & Judy Coy
Jesse & Vanessa Crews
FJ & Ellen Dale
Linda Borick Davidson

Nancy L. Debenham
Anna Kathryn deBoisblanc
John & Elizabeth 
Delahaye

Vince & Kathie 
Dell’Aquila

Brian Depolo
Carolyn & Gary Depolo
Kara Dille
Peter Dinkelspiel
Dave & Lynne Ehlers
Isabel Ehringer
Elaine’s Nails
Pamela Elder
Enchanting Planting
Weylin & Rose Eng
Eloise Sotelo & Marke 
Estis
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The Orinda Community Foundation Extends A Heartfelt Thanks To The Following Donors For Their Generous Donations 
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DAVID DIERKS
A rare Ferrari Monza SP1 made an appearance at the 2025 Orinda 
Classic Car Show.

MATT GOFF
Members of the Orinda Starlight Village Players performed in Agatha 
Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express adapted by Ken Ludwig last year.
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2025 Donors
David & Sandy Anderson
Anonymous
Evanthia Spanos & Steve Austin
Marcella Azzani
Garbis & Silva Baghdassarian
Jeffrey Balaguras & Jin Sun Park
Kath Balamuth
Carlos & Josie Baltodano
Thomas Barber

COURTESY OF ART IN PUBLIC PLACES
The permanent installation of the frog at the Library Plaza was made 
possible by the Arts Council

CAROS BALTODANO
Orinda Garden Club - Beautifying Orinda’s public spaces.

COURTESY ORINDA GARDEN CLUB
Autumn decoration beautify Orinda.

COURTESY OF XENOPHON THERAPUTIC RIDING CENTER
Xenophon Therapeutic Riding Center enriches the lives of disabled 
children and adults through equine therapies.

stricted basis. OCF also accepts donations 
restricted to a specific project or program, 
such as Light Up Orinda, Lamorinda Idol 
or the Parks and Rec projects. 

Envelopes are sent out each year with 
the annual OCF newsletter, in spring, 
where donors can specify preferences, or,  
visit orindafoundation.org/ at QR code  
below:

New donors are always welcomed and 
OCF sincerely thanks all continuing do-
nors who keep paying it forward. 

Previously published in The Orinda 
News, April edition.


